Old fashioned Pre-Primary School versus Grade R attached to a Primary School
Parents should carefully consider this choice for their Grade R child.  Many studies have been conducted on the importance of play and free choice in young children. 
Please visit the website and read an article I found on the subject – it makes very interesting reading and much sense to people who are raising young children.  The address is: www.chronicle.com. Then search “the case for play” on the site.  I found it on Google, when I typed in: The importance of play in education.
At Kloof Pre-Primary this is of deep concern to the educators.  We have learnt from our studies and our past experiences with children that:
1. Children are never more serious than when they are playing;
2. They learn a huge amount from free experimentation, socialization, and fantasy (or “pretend”) play;
3. Having choices for play time gives them purpose, initiative and independence;
4. They are more ready and willing to do the teacher directed activities when they are given free choice and free play time;
5. They take the ability to choose and plan with them into adult life;
6. They are not as easily swayed by peer pressure.
Old fashioned Open Plan Pre-Primary Schools may turn out to be more up to date than they seem. The teachers do not have “recess” or “break” because when the Grade R table top activity is complete in the classroom, the teacher goes out to supervise a free choice activity area during “free-play time”.  These areas include 5 types of art, i.e drawing, cutting activities, 3D construction, modeling, and an activity which is teacher directed which focuses on a skill or a theme; fantasy or role playing, block building, cognitive activities such as puzzles and board games, physical skills such as climbing, balancing, swinging on ropes and monkey bars, free fantasy games in the garden, free fantasy and role play in and indoor fantasy area,  exploring materials and fantasy situations in texture trays, experimentation with sand, water, paint, messy media such as “goop”, starch, finger paint, etc.;  woodwork is also offered, and this helps children’s developing arm and hand muscles as well as their hand-eye co-ordination.  
You may have heard the term: “windows of opportunity”.  Any Occupational Therapist will tell you that large muscle development precedes small muscle development, and that all children need to explore with their large muscles and strengthen their core muscles before they can settle to table top work effectively. Children need to experience certain physical activities at certain ages, and if they miss them, they can’t easily “catch up” on the opportunities they missed.   You may also have heard the term: “proprio-ceptive development.  This is the term used for the connection between using the body and intellectual development in the neuro- receptors in the brain. 
Please visit the website www.jstor.org, where there is a discussion on rough and tumble play and its effects on emotional and social development as well as cognitive development.
In all the play or free choice areas in an old fashioned pre-primary school,  the children interact with other children of different ages, i.e. 3 – 6 years, and with adults, i.e. teachers and interns who are on duty in the play areas.  This serves to extend their social and emotional development, and give them skills for life.
During “Ringtime”  in the middle of the morning every day, the children are exposed to role playing in Drama Rings, singing, playing percussion instruments, movement activities, and skills development in the garden area (Developmental Play), which includes ball skills, balancing activities, core muscle strengthening activities, and life skills such as taking turns, sharing, and co-operation.
The children have language activities every day at “Story Ring”. 
Most old fashioned Pre-Primary schools do not have a uniform, because the children are still so young to make them conform to the Primary School standards.  Childhood is very short, and we believe freedom is important during these developmental years. We want the children to feel: “I am free to be me”, just for these short years.  These are the foundation building blocks on which the rest of life is built.
So, in addition to the CAPS curriculum which is a syllabus which is covered in Grade R, the children in an old fashioned Pre-Primary are also given much, much more that cannot be effectively covered in a Grade R that is attached to a Primary School.  
When choosing a Grade R for your child, please consider the following:
1. Will my child be able to choose his free-play activities without restrictions regarding safety and supervision?
2. Will he/she be able to interact with adults and children of different ages in the school?
3. Will he/she be given choices that will develop his/her independence and sense of purpose?
4. Will he/she be freely given opportunities to test and practise his/her skills on varied garden equipment whilst being safely supervised by qualified staff?
5. Will he/she complete the academic requirements of Grade R.?
If the answer to all these questions is “yes”, then that school is the place for your child.




