Kloof Pre-Primary School   
 (
The 

 of Education
) 
 15 Old Main Road   P. O. Box 202, Kloof, 3640   Tel: 031 7641577 Fax 031 7646709

INFORMATION LEAFLET
Please read these pages carefully because they contain information which will make your child’s start and his years at the school smoother.
CLASS SIZES:
Kloof Pre-Primary School ‘s aim is to give children the best start possible to their education by providing qualified teachers and manageable sized classes:
2 – 3 year old classes – maximum of 15 children with a qualified teacher and an assistant. (2 classes)
3-4 year old classes – maximum of 22 children with a qualified teacher and an Intern (2 classes)
4-5 year old classes – maximum of 24 children with a qualified teacher and an Intern (2 classes)
Grade R classes – maximum of 24 children with a qualified teacher and the help of an Intern. (3 classes)

SAFETY AND SECURITY:
The property is fully fenced, and the gates are electronically operated.  The entrance gate is monitored by  C.C.T.V.,  and the monitors  are situated in the front office and the After-Care.
The school is protected by a Security Company, and we have a guard outside the school during peak traffic hours whenever possible.
The children are trained in Emergency Procedures under the guise of games.
The school has an sms contact system with every parent.
All the teaching staff and After-care assistants are trained in first aid and update their certificates every second year.
Cars are protected by a car guard provided by the school during school functions.
The school’s health policy is in accordance with the guidelines laid down in the Schools Act.

PROGRAMME:
7.30 – 8.00	Free Play in Classroom (Art activity for Grade 000)
8.00		Greeting Ring
8.20		Grade 00 Skills Development Activity; Grade R Table top activity (Grade R curriculum)
8.45		Free Choice activity time for all classes supervised by all teachers and interns
9.45	Second Morning Ring time including toilet routine, hygiene routine, snack; drama music, movement, and Grade R:  a table top activity (Grade R curriculum).
10.45		Free Choice Activity including petting and feeding time in the farmyard.
11.20		Grade R table top activity (Grade R curriculum)	
11.45		Third Classroom Ring – This one is all about language and includes a story.
12.15 		Sign Out time.

THEMES:
All the learning in the school is based around central themes which are changed every 2 weeks.  These themes are carefully chosen to stimulate the children’s interest, and they are geared to suit their pre-school world.  Examples are: Me, my body, my family, keeping healthy, keeping fit; or People who help us in our community: the doctor, the policeman, the nurse, etc.  All these themes lend themselves to developing good hygiene, health and safety habits.

ECO SCHOOLS: 
The school has joined the Eco-Schools programme, and the children are taught the principles of wise use of resources, both natural and man made, and about preserving our natural environment.

GRADE R PROGRAMME:
The teachers from this school meet with teachers from the Junior Primary School to plan the activities for the curriculum. The curriculum is laid down by the Department of Education.  It is based on three learning areas: i.e. Life Skills, Literacy and Numeracy.  Early reading and writing skills are taught through the T.H.R.A.S.S. Programme to prepare the children for Grade 1. Kloof Junior Primary Schools uses the THRASS Programme for Grade 1.

GRADE 00 PROGRAMME:
The programme for the 4-5 year olds has been carefully drawn up to include the same learning areas as the Grade R programme, but the main emphasis is on skills, i.e. small muscle and large muscle skills.  The activities done with this group are more concrete, and seem like games to the children.  The basis of the Alphabet and the sounds the letters represent is taught through a programme called Alphaland, the South African version of the old favourite Letterland.

GRADE 000 PROGRAMME:
The programme for the 3-4 year olds focuses mainly on social and large muscle skills.  Nearly all the activities involve movement and music, and the children are encouraged to work together co-operatively.  They do an art activity each day in their classrooms, and are free to experiment in the Art room during free-play time.

JELLY TOTS AND JELLY BEANS: 2 – 3 years.
Here the programme is also based around themes, but because of the children’s need for extra physical help there are some adaptations during the Free- Play sessions.  Potty training can be undertaken by the staff, and progress communicated through the note book.  Nappy changing is, of course a natural part of every day in the Jelly Tots.

FEES AND OTHER COSTS:   
Our School is a provincially controlled Pre-Primary, but our subsidy is minimal.  At present it amounts to R24000 per month towards two teachers’ salaries. All the running costs are borne by the parent body, so the school fees are absolutely essential for the running of the school.
Please refer to the fee structure page, and read it carefully.  

SERVICES:
After-care run by qualified personnel.
Holiday Club run by qualified personnel.
Extra-curricular Activities: please enquire in the front office for a list and brochures about these activities.
The school as a Birthday Party venue. – please enquire.
Professional Services:
· Occupational Therapist who works in the school.
· Speech Therapist who works in the school.
· Teachers qualified and experienced at identifying blocks to learning.
· An Education Psychologist who works closely with us.
· An audiologist visits the school annually to test the children’s hearing.
· An optometrist visits the school annually to test the children’s vision.
· Semas Maths as an optional extra.
FACILITIES:
Please see our brochure, or visit our website: www.kloofpp.org.za; or make an appointment to come and view the facilities on any week day between 8.00 A.M. – 2.00P.M.  All these play areas are supervised by qualified staff. They include:
· Large, well ventilated classrooms
· A large, shady garden with climbing and balancing apparatus geared for the pre-school child,
· A Fantasy Corner equipped with child-sized furniture for role-playing e.g. Mommy and Daddy, or the Doctor or the teacher.
· An Art room equipped with materials for experimentation, and self expression, both 2 dimensional and 3 dimensional.
· A “Cognitive” Room equipped with puzzles, construction equipment and board games.
· A Block corner equipped with large wooden blocks, wooden painted people, buildings, plants and animals to stimulate the imagination.
· Troughs into which are placed water, sand, and other media with various toys for both fantasy play and concept development through experimentation.
· Woodwork benches where the children can experiment with hammers, nails and wood.
· A farmyard containing rabbits and guinea pigs as well as other animals from time to time, so that children can learn to care for dependent creatures, and about their physical features and their habits.

MEALS:

Please send a clearly marked lunchbox with your child containing a mid morning snack, and a bottle containing juice or water.  The children are encouraged to drink water during the school day, using a bottle brought from home to fill at the taps.
We encourage healthy eating, e.g. a brown bread sandwich with a healthy filling; a piece of cheese, and fruit or vegetables.  
We provide the option of a cooked meal if your child stays for after-care at a nominal rate.

CLOTHING:
We ask you to dress your children in old clothes that allow freedom of movement, and that can become dirty during the morning.  The school will provide one Kloof Pre-Primary T shirt included in the acceptance fee, and more may be purchased from the school.  We ask you to dress your child in his school  t shirt  when he is going on an outing. He is allowed to wear it on any other day too if he wishes to do so.  Super Hero outfits are not permitted except on dress-up days, because we want the children to develop their own personalities – not pretend to be someone else.  Girls are not permitted to wear high heeled shoes, skimpy tank tops , tight fitting long pants, or long dresses, as these hamper their movements when they are playing.  All clothing items, lunchboxes, juice bottles, bags, etc. MUST be clearly marked with your child’s name – not just his initials.

THE NOTE BOOK:
Every child is issued with an A5 note book at the beginning of the school year.  On the back page, the parents fill in their contact details.
In front, the teachers paste in information about the child’s group, e.g. who is the “Group Mom”, which day is Library Day, etc.  The purpose of the note book is for communication between parents and school, e.g. if your child seems a little unwell in the morning, you could write that in the note book.  If you have a note in the book, you need to communicate to the teacher, that she must check the book.  The class teacher will suggest a way that this can be communicated, e.g. put a book with a note into the book box; or put a marker in the book where the note is.  
If the school needs to let you know something, e.g. the child fell and hurt him/herself, that will be put into the note book.  Please check the note book regularly, so that you do not miss notices.

NEWSLETTERS AND WEBSITE:
Currently, information and news is communicated through a weekly newsletter.  You can subscribe to the newsletter free of charge by visiting our website: www.kloofpp.org.za.  Please do this as soon as possible, and let us know as soon as possible if you do not receive your weekly circular.
Information and events will be posted onto the website on a regular basis, so parents are encouraged to check the website weekly to read new postings.

 	
					
